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MISSOULA, Mont., U.S.A.-Dr. Geoffrey N. Richards, who is a professor and department chairman at an Australian
university, is spending several months on the University of f\1ontana campus as a visiting
professor of chemistry.
Richards is Foundation Nevitt Professor of Chemistry and head of the Department of
Chemistry and Biochemistry at James Cook University of North Queensland, Townsville,
Australia.
During his stay at UM, Richards is conducting research in the Wood Chemistry Laboratory.
a facility directed by UM Prof. Fred Shafizadeh.

Richards' visit is supported under a

sal:;batical leave program by his home university and the UM Wood Chemistry Laboratory.
Richards received a doctor of philosophy degree in 1951 and doctor of science degree
in 1964 in organic chemistry from the University of Birmingham in England,

His research

interests in the chemistry and biochemistry of polysaccharides have included studies of the
digestion of these plant materials by ruminants.
Techniques that Richards has used for the study and utilization of polysaccharides are
complementary to those developed by the UM Wood Chemistry Laboratory for cellulosic material
Dr~

R.K. Osterheld, chairman of the UM chemistry departmenL said the exchange of techniques

during Richards' visit will enrich the programs of both the UM Wood Chemistry Laboratory
and the laboratory at James Cook University.
After he leaves Missoula July 30, Richards will visit Europe and the University of
Uppsala in Sweden.

He is scheduled to return to Australia Oct. 1.

Richards, who is married and has three children, was accompanied to Missoula by his
youngest daughter, Nancy, who attended Hellgate High School.
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